
WHAT’S INSIDE
THIS ISSUE?‌

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY,
SUSTAINABLE SAVINGS‌

WORKING TOGETHER
FOR WATER‌

CANAL SAFETY STARTS
AT HOME‌

OID’S DEDICATED‌ ‌
DITCHTENDERS‌

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY,
SUSTAINABLE SAVINGS: OID
BEGINS SOLAR CONSTRUCTION
The Oakdale Irrigation District Board of
Directors approved a contract to install a
solar system to save the District an estimated
total of $6,000,000 over the next 30 years.

The project will be located on District-owned
property adjacent to OID’s North Side
Regulating Reservoir. The project includes
the installation of a 500 KW photovoltaic
solar system to offset a portion of the
District’s energy usage across approximately
50 PG&E service meters at various locations
throughout the District.

Construction of the project began this May
and will be completed in August 2025. With
an estimated average energy savings of
$200,000 per year, the return on investment
is projected to be just over 4 years. The
lifespan of the project is 30 years with an
anticipated savings of more than $6,000,000.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR
WATER: OID PARTICIPATES IN
REGIONAL GROUNDWATER
PLANNING EFFORTS
In our recent newsletter, we highlighted the
ongoing efforts to develop a Dry Well
Mitigation Plan and a Demand Management
Plan (collectively, “Plans”) for inclusion in our
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs).
These efforts are part of a broader mandate
from the State of California under the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA), which requires local Groundwater
Sustainability 

Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to prepare
and implement plans to ensure long-term
groundwater sustainability. 

While the Oakdale Irrigation District is
actively engaged in this collaborative, public
process, these Plans are being drafted and
coordinated by the GSAs for the two
subbasins in which OID operates –  Eastern
San Joaquin Groundwater Subbasin (ESJ)
and the Modesto Subbasin. Once
completed, the plans will be submitted in
the GSPs to the California Department of
Water Resources (DWR) for review and
approval. 

As a reminder, having DWR-approved GSPs
is essential for maintaining local control over
how groundwater is managed. The GSAs are
responsible for ensuring that these Plans
comply with SGMA requirements, including
strategies to reduce groundwater demand
when and where necessary to reach
sustainability and to mitigate the impact of
dry wells caused by excessive pumping.

OID is one of several local agencies working
in partnership with the GSAs to support this
important regional planning effort.
Community involvement is a vital part of the
process, and we encourage all stakeholders
to participate. To learn more about these
Plans, find details on upcoming public
meetings, or provide input directly to the
GSA’s, please visit STRGBA.org and
ESJgroundwater.org.

Your engagement is essential to ensuring
new groundwater management policies
reflect the needs of all users and promote
long-term sustainability for our region. 

CANAL SAFETY STARTS AT
HOME: TIPS EVERY FAMILY
SHOULD KNOW
At the Oakdale Irrigation District (OID),
community safety is our top priority. As the
weather warms up, ensuring canal safety
becomes crucial. Each year, just as we have
for generations, OID fills its irrigation canals
to provide 
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Oakdale Irrigation District is proud
to support our local FFA students as
they prepare their agricultural
projects for the Stanislaus County
Fair. We believe in investing in the
next generation of farmers, ranchers,
and ag leaders, and we’re honored
to contribute to their success and
growth. Good luck to all the students
—we can’t wait to see your hard
work on display!

https://www.strgba.org/
https://www.esjgroundwater.org/


to provide water for farms and other customers in Stanislaus and San
Joaquin Counties.

While water from canals is essential for local agriculture, it can pose
serious dangers for individuals walking or playing nearby. The fast-
moving underwater currents in irrigation canals can knock people
down and quickly sweep them away. Additionally, the steep and
slippery sides of the canals make them nearly impossible to climb
out of if someone falls in. Some canals also contain culverts, gratings,
and other infrastructure that can create dangerous traps.

For these reasons, we urge you to exercise extreme caution around
our canals. The Oakdale Irrigation District’s message to the
community is: “Stay Out and Stay Alive!”

Here are some important safety guidelines to follow:
Never swim or wade in canals.
Maintain a safe distance from the edges of the canals. The sides
are extremely slick, making it difficult to escape if you fall in.
Activities such as swimming, canoeing, kayaking, and tubing are
strictly prohibited.
Keep pets away from the water and ensure dogs are on leashes.
Motorized vehicles are not allowed on the canal banks.
Stay away from equipment at water delivery gates.
Respect property rights by not littering or dumping trash.
Never jump in to rescue pets, toys or other objects.
If someone falls into the canal, call 911 immediately. Do not
attempt to jump in to save them. Instead, try to reach them with a
hand or an object, or throw something buoyant they can grab
onto.

Please use caution and good judgment around the canals and
ditches while enjoying recreational activities.

DEDICATED DITCHTENDERS KEEP WATER
FLOWING AROUND THE CLOCK
Ditchtenders, known at OID as DSOs (Distribution System
Operators), play a vital role in ensuring reliable irrigation water
delivery throughout our District. These dedicated and hardworking
team members are on call day and night during the irrigation
season, always ready to respond to the needs of our customers.
Their vast knowledge of water operations and OID’s infrastructure
along with quick responses from OID’s Construction & Maintenance
(C&M), Engineering, Fleet, Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition
(SCADA), and Water Utilities Departments help keep our operations
running effectively and efficiently to ensure our customers get the
water they need. OID is proud to recognize the commitment of all its
staff and with the irrigation season upon us, a special thanks to the
DSOs.

Don’t know the service area your property resides in? No
problem! Contact the OID office or locate your property on OID’s
District Map located on our website under the Water Operations
section in District Services.
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BUZZ OFF: STRATEGIES TO OUTSMART
MOSQUITOES THIS SEASON‌
As warmer temperatures arrive, mosquito populations begin to
thrive. These insects are more than just a nuisance – they can carry
and transmit serious diseases such as West Nile virus, Zika virus,
and Dengue fever.‌

To reduce your risk of mosquito bites and keep your living
environment safe, follow these proactive steps:‌ ‌

Eliminate Standing Water‌
Mosquitoes lay their eggs in stagnant water, and even small
amounts can become breeding sites. At least once a week, empty
or scrub out water from:‌ ‌

Buckets, flowerpots, and saucers‌
Tires, wheelbarrows, and tarps‌
Birdbaths, pet bowls, and animal troughs‌
Clogged gutters and downspouts‌
Check less obvious places too - such as outdoor toys, grill covers,
and plant trays.‌ ‌

Use Effective Insect Repellent‌
When spending time outdoors, especially at dawn and dusk when
mosquitoes are most active, apply EPA-registered insect repellent
containing DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, or IR3535.
Follow product instructions carefully and reapply as needed.‌

Fortify Your Home Against Mosquitoes‌
Inspect and repair all window and door screens to prevent
mosquitoes from entering your home.‌ ‌
Keep doors and windows closed, when possible, especially
during peak mosquito hours.‌ ‌
Use fans in outdoor seating areas; mosquitoes are weak fliers
and may be deterred by strong airflow.‌

Maintain Clean Outdoor Spaces‌
Clean and refresh birdbaths at least once a week.‌ ‌
Change pet water dishes daily.‌
Keep yards trimmed and free of debris that can collect water or
provide shady mosquito resting spots.‌

want to stay connected and informed with
oakdale irrigation district?‌ ‌
Stay informed and connected with Oakdale Irrigation District by
subscribing to our newsletter and agenda notifications. Receive
important updates on water resources, projects, and upcoming
meetings directly to your inbox. Visit ‌www.oakdaleirrigation.com‌ ‌or
scan the QR code to sign up today.‌

OAKDALE IRRIGATION DISTRICT‌
1205 East F Street‌
Oakdale, CA 95361‌
(209) 847-0341‌
www.oakdaleirrigation.com‌

SCAN ME!

https://www.oakdaleirrigation.com/
https://www.oakdaleirrigation.com/
http://www.oakdaleirrigation.com/

