
MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MEETING Oakdale, California 
 September 9, 2025 
 
The Board of Directors of the Oakdale Irrigation District invited all to recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance and then met in Session at 9:00 a.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Directors: Tom Orvis, President 
 Ed Tobias, Vice President 
 Brad DeBoer 
 Jacob DeBoer 
 Herman Doornenbal 

 
Staff Present: Scot A. Moody, General Manager 

Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer 
Eric Thorburn, Water Resources Manager/District Engineer 
Joe Kosakiewicz, Construction and Maintenance Manager 
Kim Bukhari, Human Resources Manager 

 
Also Present:  Fred Silva, General Counsel 

Stefanie Morris, Water Counsel 
 

ADDITION OR DELETION OF AGENDA ITEMS 
 

There were no additions or deletions of agenda items.  
 

ACTION TO TAKE VARIOUS ITEMS OUT OF SEQUENCE 
 

There were no items taken out of sequence. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

The Board welcomed public comments at the hour of 9:03 a.m. on items not on the agenda. There 
was one member of the public who addressed the Board on matters not on the agenda:  

(1) Christina Postma 
 
With no further public comments, the public comment period concluded at 9:05 a.m.  
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
ITEM NOS. 1-8 

The following items were scheduled to be approved under the Consent Calendar. However, at 
the request of the Board, Item No. 8 was pulled for separate discussion and action. 

1. Approve the Board of Directors’ Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 5, 2025 

2. Approve Oakdale Irrigation District’s Statement of Obligations 
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3. Approve OID Improvement Districts’ Statement of Obligations 

4. Approve the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements for the Seven Months Ending 
July 31, 2025 

5. Approve Adoption of Resolution Authorizing the Disposal of Property No Longer 
Necessary for District Purposes 

6. Adopt a Resolution to Accept the Realigned Portion of the Birnbaum Pipeline as a District 
Facility (APNs: 063-012-040/047/051/052) 

7. Adopt a Resolution to Abandon a Portion of the Birnbaum Pipeline and Quitclaim Deeded 
Easements (APNs: 063-012-040/047/051/052) 

8. Approve Work Release No. 2 to Professional Services Agreement 2024-PSA-008 with 
LSA Associates, Inc. to Provide Biological Services for the Paulsell Lateral Expansion – 
Phase 1 Project 

A motion was made by Director Doornenbal, and seconded by Director Tobias, to approve the 
above-noted Consent Item Nos. 1-7. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

PULLED CONSENT ITEM 
ITEM NO. 8 

 
ITEM NO. 8 

APPROVE WORK RELEASE NO. 2 TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 2024-
PSA-008 WITH LSA ASSOCIATES, INC. TO PROVIDE  BIOLOGICAL SERVICES FOR THE 

PAULSELL LATERAL EXPANSION – PHASE 1 PROJECT 
 

A  motion was made by Director J. DeBoer, and seconded by Director Tobias, to approve Work 
Release No. 2 to Professional Services Agreement 2024-PSA-008 with LSA Associates,  Inc. to 
provide biological services for the Paulsell Lateral Expansion – Phase 1 Project. 
 
The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 8 at 9:21 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:21 a.m.  
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
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ACTION CALENDAR 
ITEM NOS. 9-15 

 
ITEM NO. 9 

REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR UPDATED IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 22 WATER 

RATES PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION 218 
 

Ms. Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer, addressed the Board requesting approval of the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective for calendar years 
2026 through 2030 for Improvement District 22 (ID22) water users within the ID22 boundaries 
and to direct staff to mail the notices for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 
pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
A motion was made by Director Doornenbal, and seconded by Director B. DeBoer, to approve 
the Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective for calendar 
years 2026 through 2030 for ID22 water users within the ID22 boundaries and for staff to mail the 
notices for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 9 at 9:18 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:18 a.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

ITEM NO. 10 
REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR UPDATED IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 41 WATER 

RATES PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION 218 
 

Ms. Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer, addressed the Board requesting approval of the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective January 1, 2026, 
for Improvement District 41 (ID41) water users within the ID41 boundaries and to direct staff to 
mail the notices for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to 
Proposition 218. 
 
A motion was made by Director B. DeBoer, and seconded by Director J. DeBoer, to approve the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective January 1, 2026, 
for ID41 water users within the ID41 boundaries and for staff to mail the notices for the hearing to 
be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 10 at 9:21 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:21 a.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
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  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

ITEM NO. 11 
REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR UPDATED IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 45 WATER 

RATES PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION 218  
 
Ms. Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer, addressed the Board requesting approval of the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective for calendar  years 
2026 through 2030 for Improvement District 45 (ID45) water users within the ID45 boundaries 
and to direct staff to mail the notices for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 
pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
A motion was made by Director Tobias, and seconded by Director J. DeBoer, to approve the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective for calendar years 
2026 through 2030 for ID45 water users within the ID45 boundaries and for staff to mail the notices 
for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 11 at 9:27 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:27 a.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

ITEM NO. 12 
REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR UPDATED IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 46 WATER 

RATES PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION 218 
 
Ms. Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer, addressed the Board requesting approval of the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective January 1, 2026, 
for Improvement District 46 (ID46) water users within the ID46 boundaries and to direct staff to 
mail the notices for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to 
Proposition 218. 
 
A motion was made by Director J. DeBoer, and seconded by Director Tobias, to approve the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective January 1, 2026, 
for ID46 water users within the ID46 boundaries and for staff to mail the notices for the hearing to 
be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to Proposition 218. 
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The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 12 at 9:29 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:29 a.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote.  
 

ITEM NO. 13 
REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR UPDATED IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 51 WATER 

RATES PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION 218 
 
Ms. Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer, addressed the Board requesting approval of the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective for calendar  years 
2026 through 2030 for Improvement District 51 (ID51) water users within the ID51 boundaries 
and to direct staff to mail the notices for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 
pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
A motion was made by Director Tobias, and seconded by Director Doornenbal, to approve the 
Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed updated water service rates effective for calendar years 
2026 through 2030 for ID51 water users within the ID51 boundaries and for staff to mail the notices 
for the hearing to be held on November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. pursuant to Proposition 218. 
 
The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 13 at 9:32 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:32 a.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

ITEM NO. 14 
REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 

IRRIGATION WATER AFTER THE END OF THE WATER YEAR ON 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2025 TO IN-DISTRICT LANDS ONLY 

 
Mr. Scot Moody, General Manager, addressed the Board requesting approval to continue to 
provide irrigation water after the end of the water year on September 30, 2025, to in-District lands 
only.  
 
A motion was made by Director Doornenbal, and seconded by Director B. DeBoer, to approve 
continuation of irrigation water supply to in-District lands only after the water year ends on 
September 30, 2025. 
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The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 14 at 9:35 a.m. Hearing none, public comment 
closed at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

ITEM NO. 15 
REVIEW AND TAKE POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT THE AMENDED AND 

RESTATED INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE OAKDALE 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT AND THE SOUTH SAN JOAQUIN IRRIGATION 

DISTRICT FOR THE JOINT SUPPLY CANAL BYPASS TUNNEL PROJECT 
(ADDRESSED AFTER CLOSED SESSION) 

 
Mr. Scot Moody, General Manager, addressed the Board requesting adoption of the amended 
and restated Interagency Agreement between the Oakdale Irrigation District and the South San 
Joaquin Irrigation District for the Joint Supply Canal Bypass Tunnel Project.  
 
A motion was made by Director Doornenbal, and seconded by Director J. DeBoer, to adopt the 
amended and restated Interagency Agreement between the Oakdale Irrigation District and the 
South San Joaquin Irrigation District for the Joint Supply Canal Bypass Tunnel Project. 
 
The Board welcomed public comments on Item No. 15 at 12:06 p.m. Hearing none, public 
comment closed at 12:06 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Doornenbal, Orvis, Tobias 
  Noes – None 
  Abstained – None 
  Absent – None 
 
The motion passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
ITEM NOS. 16-19 

 
ITEM NO. 16 

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS 
 

Director Tobias reminded both staff and the public to exercise caution regarding irrigation changes 
during harvest operations. He emphasized the importance of keeping gates secured and being 
mindful while working in the field.  
 
Director Doornenbal expressed his appreciation for the new DSOs in his area, noting their quick 
learning and positive performance. 
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Director J. DeBoer reported that he attended an agriculture forum with Congressman McClintock, 
where he appreciated the pro-agriculture dialogue. He thanked the staff for preparing the Prop 
218 notices promptly and acknowledged the community members for their engagement. He 
emphasized the Board’s commitment to reducing expenditures and thanked Sharon Cisneros 
(Chief Financial Officer) for meeting individually with Improvement Districts, which he felt helped 
to foster early buy-in.  
 
Director B. DeBoer expressed gratitude for the cooperation among DSOs in covering shifts and 
highlighted the importance of teamwork among staff. He echoed his fellow directors’ comments 
on financial responsibility and public engagement, stressing the need to understand differing 
perspectives and to preserve the district for future generations.  
 
Director Orvis also recognized the importance of public engagement. He praised the water 
operations team for their quick response in utilizing the system flexibility to mitigate a nearby fire 
threat, acknowledging the value of past system investments, and shared the gratitude expressed 
by the community. He concluded with updates on recent legislative developments and local solar 
project news from TID, while wishing well to those still in the midst of harvesting.  
 

ITEM NO. 17 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Director Tobias provided an overview of the recent Tri-Dam Advisory Committee meeting, 
highlighting several key developments. An update was given regarding the Tulloch Reservoir, 
where the vendor on the South Shore is now collaborating to establish a decontamination station 
in response to concerns about the golden mussels. Additionally, a cooling coil replacement is 
needed at Tulloch, and efforts are underway to align this work with the regularly scheduled 
maintenance. Discussions are in progress regarding the replacement of deteriorating wooden 
power poles along the Sandbar powerline, with bids anticipated to be released shortly. Director 
Tobias expressed his interest in participating in a tour of Donnell Powerhouse. He concluded by 
noting Tri-Dam’s revenues are exceeding projections, primarily due to resource adequacy 
payments, which provide compensation for maintaining generation capacity, even when power 
production is not occurring.  
 
Director Tobias shared that he and Director Orvis attended a Sustainability Management 
Workshop, where out-of-District water users expressed concern over the rates established by the 
Board. He noted the formation of a smaller subgroup for more focused discussions, emphasizing 
the challenge ahead but expressing optimism about collaboration. Director Orvis commented on 
the diverse range of personalities present at the meeting and appreciated the balanced approach 
that was taken. He also noted that the working group included promising young farmers, who 
were selected with assistance from Supervisors Withrow and Buck Condit.  
 

ITEM NO. 18 
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT ON THE STATUS OF OID ACTIVITIES 

 
Mr. Scot Moody, General Manager, began his report by thanking his staff for their outstanding 
work and reliability during his recent absence. He praised their consistent communication and 
ability to manage operations smoothly. Mr. Moody expressed regret for missing the Improvement 
District (ID) committee meetings, which he described as typically engaging and productive. He 
commended the volunteer ID representatives for their commitment and effective communication 
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with landowners. He also thanked staff – Joe Buila (Water Utilities Supervisor), Eric Thorburn 
(Water Resources Manager/District Engineer), and Sharon Cisneros (Chief Financial Officer) – 
for their contributions to these meetings. He reminded the board that he continues to provide 
weekly updates to the directors to keep them informed. Lastly, he reported on his engagement 
with the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority and the San Joaquin County Water Advisory 
Commission, emphasizing the growing concerns regarding groundwater data gaps. The 
commission is making effort to present more comprehensive data for discussion, as it serves as 
a crucial link to the Board of Supervisors for initiating any necessary county-level changes. 
 

ITEM NO. 19 
WATER COUNSEL REPORT 

 
Stefanie Morris, Water Counsel, provided four brief updates to the Board. First, the State Water 
Resources Control Board will hold a workshop on Phase 2 of the Water Quality Control Plan on 
September 24-25, with comments due by September 29. Minimal comments will be submitted, 
focusing on the overlap with Phase 1. Second, a probationary hearing for Kern County Subbasin 
is scheduled for September 17. The SWRCB staff are recommending returning the subbasin to 
the Department of Water Resources (DWR), though some issues remain unresolved. Third, the 
Bureau of Reclamation issued a notice of intent on September 3 regarding a draft environmental 
impact statement for north-to-south water transfers, with comments due by October 3. While no 
comments are currently planned, the matter is under review for potential relevance. Lastly, Ms. 
Morris shared a positive weather forecast, noting that the California State Climatologist predicts 
a very wet November and December, which could benefit the snowpack and water supply heading 
into winter. 
 
President Orvis announced the items to be discussed in closed session and adjourned to recess 
at 9:58 a.m.  
 
The Board convened to closed session at 10:12 a.m. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
ITEM NOS. 20-23 

 
10:58 a.m. – Director Doornenbal left the Boardroom.  
11:00 a.m. – Director Doornenbal returned to the Boardroom. 

 
20. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

Pursuant to Government Code §54956.9(d)(2) 
Three (3) matters 

 
21. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 

Pursuant to Government Code §54956.9(d)(1) 
One (1) case 
 
a. Threfall Ranch LP v. Oakdale Irrigation District, et al 

Superior Court of Stanislaus County 
Case No. CV-24-006033 
 

22. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
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Pursuant to Government Code §54956.8 
 
a. Property: Joint Supply Canal Canyon Tunnel 

Agency Negotiator: SSJID General Manager 
Negotiating Parties: Mangante, Rancheria Del Rio Estanislaus, LLC 
Under Negotiation: Price and Terms of Payment of Sale 
 

b. Property: Water 
Agency Negotiator: General Manager, Water Resources Manager/District Engineer, 
Water Counsel 
Negotiating Parties: Modesto Irrigation District, Stanislaus County 
Under Negotiation: Price, Terms and Conditions 
 

23. PERSONNEL MATTER 
Pursuant to Government Code §54957(b)(1) 
 

The Board reconvened to open session at 12:05 p.m. Coming out of closed session, President 
Orvis stated there were no reportable actions. The Board went back to reconsider Item No. 15.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board meeting adjourned at 12:07 p.m. The Board Meeting of the Oakdale Irrigation District 
Board of Directors is scheduled for Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. Details can be 
obtained by calling (209) 847-0341. 
 
The next Joint Board Meeting of the South San Joaquin and Oakdale Irrigation Districts 
serving the Tri-Dam Project and Tri-Dam Authority and other joint business matters is 
scheduled for Thursday, September 18, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the boardroom at the office of South 
San Joaquin Irrigation District, 11011 East Highway 120, Manteca, CA.  
 

 
_____________________________

 Thomas D. Orvis, President 
Attest:  Board of Directors 
 
_____________________________ 
Scot A. Moody 
General Manager/Secretary 

Signature on file.

Signature on file.
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